Guidelines for Harvesting Morel
Mushroom on the Traditional
Territory of the
First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun
The First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun
(FNNND) welcomes you to our traditional
territory. The FNNND people have lived and
thrived on this land since time immemorial.
Today, we continue our role as stewards of the
land through the management of forest
resources, including the harvesting of nontimber products such as morels.
As a result of the 2019 wildfires that burned
187,088 hectares of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun
Traditional Territory and 25,573 hectares of
settlement lands, the FNNND has prepared the
Morel Harvest Best Practices.
The Best Practices have been developed to
encourage respectful land-use practices and
reduce negative impacts to the environment and
culturally important areas. In addition, we wish
to provide public safety measures, particularly
concerning COVID-19.
FNNND Lands officers will be patrolling these
areas to ensure the compliance and safety of all
harvesters.

Harvesters must, at all times respect the
privacy and rights of the local communities
and must not pick on private land, including
Settlement Lands, without permission from
the landowner.

Only harvest morels that have grown a
minimum of 2.5 inches in length (the length of
your thumb). Harvesting morels smaller than
2.5cm wastes the full potential of harvesting
the morel at maturity, decreasing production.

- It is the harvesters’ responsibility to know
where these parcels are located. Please see the
accompanying map package or see Yukon
Lands Viewer for more details.
- Do not enter or vandalize campsites or cabins.

Riparian Zones are highly sensitive areas and
are ecologically very important. Harvesters
that are harvesting mushrooms in riparian
zones will be expected to take extra
precautions to limit their impact.
- Do not travel along or in active or dried up
stream beds, providing at least a 5-meter buffer
on each side to minimize disturbance.

Please respect our lands, water, and people
while using this area by complying with the
guidelines above.
- Practice “leave no trace” camping principles.
Pack it in and pack it out in a timely manner.
- Be aware of the current fire danger warning in
Yukon and adhere to recommendations.

- While harvesting near streams and riparian
areas, do not walk in a way that erodes the
bank and soil into the stream, or creates any
other blockages in the movement of water.
- Never use DEET or any other chemical
substances near waterways and riparian areas.

- All human waste must be disposed of at least
300 feet from any stream, lake, or other body of
water and buried at least eight inches deep.
The safety of our community is our top
priority, we ask that you please stay up to
date and follow the current orders and
recommendations from the Chief Medical
Officer relating to the spread of COVID-19.
In the event that you discover any
archaeological material, site or anything else
that may be of heritage value you will take all
reasonable steps and precautions to minimize
the disturbance of the heritage resource and
immediately notify the FNNND Lands and
Resources Department as to the location of
the heritage resource.

Please contact our Lands and Resources
Department for additional information.

First Nation of Na-Cho Nyäk Dun
Lands and Resources Department
# 1-867-996-2265, ext. 144
Box 220, Mayo, Yukon, Y0B1M0

